
Introduced by Council Member Dennis:
RESOLUTION 2019-63
A RESOLUTION REQUESTING AN ATTORNEY GENERAL OPINION on WHETHER A PUBLIC OFFICIAL VIOLATEs THE FREEdom of SPEECH CLAUSE UNDER art. I, Sec. 4 of the Florida Constitution WHEN SUCH PUBLIC OFFICIAL RESTRICTS ANOTHER INDIVIDUAL’S ACCESS TO THE PUBLIC OFFICIAL’S PERSONAL SOCIAL MEDIA account; DIRECTING THE OFFICE OF GENERAL COUNSEL OPINION TO PROVIDE A LEGAL OPINION; DIRECTING THE CHIEF OF LEGISLATIVE SERVICES TO FORWARD A COPY OF THE RESOLUTION AND LEGAL OPINION TO THE FLORIDA ATTORNEY GENERAL; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

 WHEREAS,  the Council acts as a collegial body, and therefore an inquiry of the City Council of the City of Jacksonville is required to obtain an opinion from the Florida Attorney General; and 


WHEREAS, this is a matter of interpreting Florida law; now therefore

BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

Request for an Opinion from the Florida Attorney General. The City of Jacksonville hereby requests an opinion from the Florida Attorney General specific to the following inquiry:

Does a public official violate the freedom of speech clause under Art. I, Sec. 4 of the Florida Constitution when such public official restricts another individual’s access to the public official’s personal social media account? 

Section 2. 
Directing the Office of General Counsel to Provide a Legal Opinion. The Office of General Counsel is directed to draft and attach a legal opinion to this Resolution answering the above question prior to forwarding this Resolution to the Florida Attorney General. 

Section 3.

Direction to forward the Resolution and Legal Opinion to the Florida Attorney General. The City Council Legislative Services Division is hereby directed to forward this request in the form of the enacted resolution and the legal opinion referred to in Section 2 above to Ashley Moody, Florida Attorney General.

 Section 4.
Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

__/s/ Stephen M. Durden__________
Office of General Counsel
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Stephen M. Durden 
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